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and martyr, the books were found a long time after,
sound and unharmed, and returned by the several dis-
coverers to the house l in which even unto this day
they are of use for the salvation of souls.2

Sad at the loss of the wealth on which they had reck-
oned, the murderers returned home. After three days7
respite, they experienced in their own possessions a
greater loss, and also paid life for life in retribution,
For the omnipotent Author and Reformer of the world
wished to avenge himself on his enemies, and with the
zeal of Ms wonted compassion to take revenge for the
blood of saints shed for his sake.3 Deeply moved by
the recent act of mad wickedness, he wished to show
openly his wrath, too long deferred, against the idola-

1  Presumably the cathedral at Fulda.

2  Three books, the so-called codices Bomf<itiam> ascribed by tradi-
tion to this collection, are preserved in the Landesbibliothek at Fulda.
Carl Scherer, Die Codices Bonifatiani in dcr Landesbibliolhek zu JPulda,
in Festgabe zum BonifatiM-Jubiliium (Fulda, 1905); W. M. Lindsay,
Early Irish Minuscule Script (Oxford, 1910), pp. 4-12.  One of these,
cut almost through by some sharp instrument, is traditionally identi-
fied with the book mentioned in the Life of Boniface attributed to
Bishop Radbod of Utrecht (Levison, Vttae, p. 73); " As I was making
inquiries concerning Boniface in the same region, on the chance that I
might find some material for my work, I was told that a certain woman
was yet living, though greatly enfeebled by age, who was wont to
assert with an oath, that she was present when the soldier of Christ
was beheaded, and to say, that when he was smitten by the sword he
covered his head with a copy of the holy gospels: that beneath it he
might receive the stroke of the assassin, and that he might have its
defence in death, as he had loved its words in life."

3  Revelation, xvi, 6; Psalms, kxix, 10. Adam of Bremen uses the
second of these references in a very similar connection.  Gesto Ham-
maburgensis Eccksiae Pontificum, i, 49.